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EU LNG and Pipeline Gas Import Ban - Timing under EU Sanctions (Article 3ra) vs RePowerEU

18 May 2022
* RePowerEU Plan published. J

»  Commission sets goal to end
Russian energy dependency
by 2027.

17 June 2025
Pipeline gas and LNG 0
contracts concluded or

materially amended on or after

17 June 2025 are not eligible

for transitional exemptions. .
* Amendments increasing

26 January 2026

Regulation 261/2026 on
phasing out Russian imports

The Regulation entered into

volumes treated as new
contracts.

® o

I
23 October 2025
» 19th Sanctions Package adopted.

* Art. 3ra introduced, LNG import
ban announced.

° o

17 June 2025

LNG contracts concluded or materially
amended on or after 17 June 2025 are not
eligible for transitional exemptions.
Amendments increasing volumes treated
as new contracts.

How the Timeline Applies to LNG and Pipeline Gas Contracts:

Type of LNG or Pipeline Gas Contract

LNG Contracts - RePowerEU (Reg 2026/261)

EU countries formally adopted

of both pipeline gas and LNG.

force on the 3 February 2026.

18 March 2026 1 January 2027
+ Prohibition on Russian gas and J
LNG takes effect, subject to
legacy contract exemptions.
+ Short-term legacy contracts .
begin to phase out:
«  LNG: 25 April 2026
+ Pipeline gas: 17 June

prohibited.

LNG imports under long- .
term legacy contracts

30 September 2027
Pipeline gas imports under

long-term legacy contracts
prohibited.

Pipeline gas continues
temporarily under transition.

Imports under unamended long-
term LNG contracts prohibited.

2026
I I
25 April 2026 1 January 2027
* The purchase, import or transfer .
of Russian LNG under short-term
contracts concluded before 17 .

June 2025 with no material
amendments is prohibited.

LNG Contracts - Sanctions (Reg 833/2014)

Earlier prohibitions continue to
apply where contracts were
amended or newly concluded.

Pipeline Gas Contracts - RePowerEU (Reg 2026/261)

Short-term contract concluded before 17 June 2025
with no material amendments.

Short-term contract concluded before 17 June 2025
with material amendments.

Contract concluded on or after 17 June 2025.

Long-term contract concluded before 17 June 2025
with no material amendments.

Long-term contract concluded before 17 June 2025
with material amendments.

Art 4(1) = 25 April 2026 cut off.

Import into the EU not permitted from 18 March 2026
(Art 14).

Import into the EU not permitted from 18 March 2026
(Art 14).

Art 4(3) — 1 January 2027 cut off.

Import into the EU not permitted from 18 March 2026
(Art 14).

Art 3ra — 25 April 2026 cut off.

EU operators can engage in such transactions globally
until 25 April 2026. But note RePowerEU position —i.e. so
long as there is no import into the EU from 18 March
2026.

EU operators can engage in such transactions globally
until 25 April 2026. But note RePowerEU position —i.e. so
long as there is no import into the EU from 18 March
2026.

Art 3ra(2) — 1 January 2027 cut off.

EU operators can engage in such transactions globally
until 25 April 2026. But note RePowerEU position — i.e. so
long as there is no import into the EU from 18 March
2026.

Art 4(1) = 17 June 2026 cut-off.

Import into the EU not permitted from 18 March 2026 (Art
14).

Import into the EU not permitted from 18 March 2026 (Art
14).

Art 4(2) — 30 September 2027 cut-off (Member States can
exceptionally extend the deadline until 31 October 2027 if
their gas storage facilities are filled below required levels).

Import into the EU not permitted from 18 March 2026 (Art
14).
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